





Chapter 7 Managing the Resource

7.1 The Land Base

A combination of physiography, soil capability and climate make the Golden Horseshoe a highly
productive agriculture area. It was this productivity that attracted and retained settlers starting
with the native Canadians; followed by European settlers. Proximity to the Great Lakes provided
transportation, access to water and a moderate climate. The physiography of the area (as a
former lake bed) provided rich and abundant soils.

Climate is key to productivity and to establishing the crop profile. Much can be done to improve
soils but climate is fixed. Figure 48 depicts crop heat units, based on average daily air
temperatures across the province and confirms that the Golden Horseshoe is home to some of
the highest values in Canada. Higher heat units support higher productivity and a longer
growing season. The region’s benevolent climate supports production of crops such as tender
fruit that cannot be grown elsewhere in the province.

Figure 49 maps soil classifications for the Golden Horseshoe. In Canada, agricultural lands are

ranked using the Canada Land Inventory (CLI) system, from Class 1 to Class 7. Class 1,2 and 3
are considered prime for agriculture. A review of Figure 49 confirms that the majority of the land

base in the Golden Horseshoe with the exception of the Oak Ridges Moraine and portions of the
Niagara Escarpment, which are constrained by topography, qualify as prime agricultural land.

Insert Figure 49

The Golden Horseshoe is home to the only two specialty crop areas in the province, the Niagara
tender fruit and grape lands and the Holland Marsh. The areas subject to the designation are
mapped on Figures 50 and 51.

Specialty crop areas are defined in the PPS as:

Specialty crop area:

means areas designated using evaluation procedures established by the province, as amended
from time to time, where specialty crops such as tender fruits (peaches, cherries, plums), grapes,
other fruit crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops, and crops from agriculturally developed
organic soil lands are predominantly grown, usually resulting from:

a. soils that have suitability to produce specialty crops, or lands that are subject to special
climatic conditions, or a combination of both; and/or

b. acombination of farmers skilled in the production of specialty crops, and of capital
investrér;ent in related facilities and services to produce, store, or process specialty
crops.

Specialty crop areas are recognized as a major resource for the province and must be
designated through a specific process. Once designated, they are subject to the highest degree
of protection under land use policy. The requirement for this protection is specified in the PPS:

8 Ontario, Provincial Policy Statement, 2005, Definitions Section 6.
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THIS MAP IS FOR GENERAL ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.
FOR BOUNDARY INTERPRETATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT
THE MUNICIPAL/REGIONAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENTS.

FIGURE 49 - GOLDEN HORSESHOE
AGRICULTURAL SOIL CLASSIFICATION and
CROP HEAT UNITS

PROFILE OF AGRICULTURAL
ATTRIBUTES IN THE
GOLDEN HORSESHOE

December 2010

E— Regional Boundaries

-2300- 1 Crop Heat Units

T e
SOIL CLASSIFICATIONS
- Class 1 - Class 5
- Class 2 - Class 6

- Class 3 Class 7
Class 4 I orsanic

CROP HEAT UNITS:

* Indexing system that assists farmers in selecting
appropriate plant & crop varities for specific
geographic areas.

*  Calculations based on average daily air temperature
and number of available planting days.

*  Daily temperatures influenced by latitude, elevation
and location to large waterbodies, slope and soil type.

Base Mapping Source:
Information can be found at http://nlwis-snitel.agr.gc.ca/chu-utm/
index.phtml?lang=en-CA - Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
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